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THE SPORTS PHILANTHROPY PROJECT
AND THE ROBERT WOOD JOHNSON FOUNDATION 

GIVE MEMPHIS GRIZZLIES AND JAMIE MOYER’S FOUNDATION
AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE IN SPORTS PHILANTHROPY 

-- Moyer Foundation and the NBA’s Memphis Grizzlies are honored for their leadership in sports to create social change and improve the lives of others --

ST. LOUIS -- June 23, 2007 -- In celebration of the many ways that sports improve people’s lives and strengthen communities, the Sports Philanthropy Project (SPP) and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF) today named the Memphis Grizzlies Charitable Foundation and the foundation launched by All-Star baseball pitcher Jamie Moyer as recipients of the 2007 Steve Patterson Sports Philanthropy Award for Excellence in Sports Philanthropy. 
The awards were presented at the Associated Press Sports Editors Convention in 
St. Louis.
- more -

 “The Grizzlies Charitable Foundation and Jamie Moyer are outstanding sports leaders who care deeply for the health and well-being of people in their communities,” said Greg Johnson, executive director, The Sports Philanthropy Project.  “Their commitment goes much deeper than just financial contributions; they work strategically to identify pressing needs in their communities and develop innovative ways to address those needs.”
Added Johnson, “From creating a place for kids who have lost a loved one to building a high school for at-risk youth, Moyer and the Grizzlies are examples of sports teams and athletes that are dramatically improving lives and creating sustained social change.”
The Memphis Grizzlies Charitable Foundation was established in 2004.  Since the team’s move to Memphis in 2001, it has donated more than $18.5 million in grants to Memphis-area nonprofit organizations and schools and in-kind support exceeding $2 million in value.  The Foundation’s work focuses on education, health, after-school care, diversity and mentoring of Memphis youth.  In addition to financial resources, the entire Grizzlies’ organization, including office staff, players, coaches and their families, and sponsors, is actively involved in the Foundation’s efforts to ensure that Memphis youth have the resources and opportunities they need to succeed.  

Notable Foundation efforts include the establishment of Grizzlies Academy, a high school created for public school students at-risk for dropping out; Memphis Athletic Ministries, which has developed seven sports complexes in underserved neighborhoods, and; the Memphis Grizzlies House at St. Jude Research innHospital, which provides a comforting home away from home for up to 100 out-of-town families who have sick children being treated at the hospital.
“What teams mean to their fans and the communities in which they reside should be indelibly imprinted in the DNA of their corporate philanthropy,” said Grizzlies President of Business Operations Andy Dolich.  “What we make is a living, what we give back makes and saves lives.  Personal and business leadership is defined by the ability to give back, build up and create partnerships with other like-minded pro-active community organizations.  Steve Patterson exemplified what leadership, teamwork, collaboration and selflessness can accomplish.  It is an honor to receive this award in his memory.” 

Major league baseball pitcher Jamie Moyer delivers both on and off the field through The Moyer Foundation, established with his wife Karen in 2000. The foundation has helped raise more than $10 million to support more than 120 nonprofit organizations that assist children in physical, emotional or financial distress.  

The Foundation’s mission is to provide comfort and support to children enduring a time of profound physical, emotional or financial distress. In addition to supporting organizations through grants, The Moyer Foundation created and funds Camp Erin, the largest national network of bereavement camps for children and teens; The Gregory Fund (in partnership with Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center) for early cancer-detection research; and The Moyer Foundation Endowment for Excellence in Pediatric Palliative Care for Seattle’s Children’s Hospital.  
-more-

"I am humbled and honored to receive this award on behalf of The Moyer Foundation, our staff, partners, volunteers and all those who have been a part of our mission,” said Jamie Moyer, co-founder of the Moyer Foundation.  “As an athlete, you are most often measured by stats and what you do on the field, but receiving an award like this for the work you do off the field, that is most meaningful because of the impact it has in raising awareness and inspiring others to give back in their own communities. Having the opportunity to create a nationwide initiative like Camp Erin and knowing that these camps will be here - helping kids long after my baseball career is over - that is what is most important to me.”   
For more information on The Moyer Foundation, go to www.moyerfoundation.org
“We’re proud to present the Patterson Award to these two visionary sports philanthropies,” said Risa Lavizzo-Mourey, M.D., M.B.A., RWJF president and CEO. “The Memphis Grizzlies and Jamie Moyer lead the way in using the power of sports—and their position in their communities—to create meaningful, lasting change.  They exhibit the best of a growing number of athletes and sports teams who work tirelessly to improve the health and well-being of people in need, especially the most vulnerable. ” 

The Steve Patterson Sports Philanthropy Award, given annually to a professional sports team and athlete who demonstrate excellence and leadership in community and national philanthropy, was established in 2005 by the Sports Philanthropy Project and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF), the largest philanthropy devoted to health and health care in the United States. 
The award was created in memory of Steve Patterson, former UCLA basketball star, NBA and college coach, and one who believed in and practiced the power of sports philanthropy to make a difference in the lives of others.  Patterson died of cancer in July 2004.  
“It is because of the Moyer Foundation and the Memphis Grizzlies Foundation’s commitments to the well-being of their communities that the team of SPP, RWJF and the Patterson family recognize their work,” said Carlette Patterson.  “We are honored to present them with this award that was named after a man that spent his life playing on sports teams, building community teams and bringing them together to create powerful, sustainable positive impacts on the lives of others.”

The award includes a $5,000 honorarium to advance the work of each winning foundation.  
About The Steve Patterson Philanthropy Award

The Steve Patterson Philanthropy Award embodies the value of its namesake.  Steve Patterson was a well-known center on three national championship basketball teams at UCLA, and later played in the NBA and coached at Arizona State University.  Following his athletic career, Steve founded Patterson Sports Ventures, linking players, teams and sports foundations with important social causes.  Steve Patterson died of cancer in July 2004 at the age of 56. Details are available online at www.sportsphilanthropy.com.
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About The Sports Philanthropy Project (SPP)
SPP provides technical assistance to sports foundations, enabling them to define their mission and use the popularity and resources of professional athletes and teams to promote vibrant, healthy communities. SPP harnesses the power of sports to help build sustained and comprehensive social programs and services throughout the United States and Canada.  SPP was launched in 1998 by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation.  For more information, visit www.sportsphilanthropy.com.
About the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF)

The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation focuses on the pressing health and health care issues facing our country. As the nation's largest philanthropy devoted exclusively to improving the health and health care of all Americans, the Foundation works with a diverse group of organizations and individuals to identify solutions and achieve comprehensive, meaningful, and timely change. For more than 35 years the Foundation has brought experience, commitment, and a rigorous, balanced approach to the problems that affect the health and health care of those it serves. When it comes to helping Americans lead healthier lives and get the care they need, the Foundation expects to make a difference in your lifetime. For more information, visit our website at www.rwjf.org.
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Additional detail on the Steve Patterson Award, nomination and judging procedures, and past recipients are available at www.sportsphilanthropy.com.  
For all media inquiries, including requests for interviews and additional information, contact Jubi Headley, Director of Communications, at (832) 407-3927 or via e-mail at jheadley@sportsphilanthropy.com. 
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